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TUBBY MAKES A CATCH 



•pUBBy TAYLOR was a plump. rol> - 
poly little boy who didn't see nnieh 
sense in nioving. Every day in the sum- 
mertime. uhen ih^ other boys were 
husy playing baseball. Tubby would 
iust walk slowly oul to the end of a 
riekety ohl dork that iutted over the 
sea. Then he"d put some bait on his 
hook, east it into the water, and just 
sit bark. 

"Lazy Tubby!" the other boys 
would ieer. ■"Dopiest boy 'in town!" 

"Maybe." Tubliv answered eabiily. 
"And then ma>be i'm smart!" 

' One hot afterno(*n Tubby was doz- 
ing on the end of the doek and at the 
same time thinking how niee it was to 
do nothing at alL Jui-1 then there was 
a hard pull on his line. It took him a 
full minute to eome to his senses and 
hoM the hne tight in his ehubby An" 
gere. Then he began to get verv ex- 
eiled. "Guess l'ye eaugbt a shark— nr a 
barraeuda !" he thought, tugging at tbe 
line. Suddenlv it hegan to yield, and 
finally the end flew up and landed on 
the doek beside him. Tubby was disap- 
pointed at what he saw. It was only an 
old bottle that had got tangled in his 
bne! 



But when he looked eloser he no- 
tieed that it was a strange old fashioned 
bottle, of dark blue glass. And sturk 
in the end of it was a tight fitting eork. 
"Maybe there's an important raessage 
inside!" Tubbv told himself, as he 
started to puU on the eork. 

At last he got it out — aiid a startHng 
Ihing happened. A thiek greenish 
emoke began to rise from the bottle! 
It formed into a misty eloud that tow- 
ered over Tubby — and suddenly il took 
the shape of a fierce grinning face! 

"What a relief'to get out of that 
bottle!" the face said in a rumbling 
voice. 

Tuhbv wanted to run, but he seem- 
ed to have no eontrol over his legs. So 
he just sat there, while a huge ehest 
and great menaeing arms appeared be» 
low the evil looking faee. 

"Wh—who are you, anyway?" he 
asked nervously. 

"I'm an Ogre!" the other said. "and 
rve been eooped up in there for 300 
years! I let myself be outsmarted by a 
Persian magieian! Drat him anyway! 
Bul ril never let it happen again!" 

"I— I guess vou*ll wanta streteh yer 
leg?,"' Tubby stammered. "So iong!" 



Tfae Ogre grinned eyilly. *Tm jmt 
spoilirig for some mischief!" he rum- 
bled. "Maybe 111 ?t5?rt an eartliqnake 
in tliifi lowTi — and kill all the people! 
But Vm a little out of praetiee — and 
I think ril warm up on you first!" 

"O— on me?" Tubbv asked faintly. 
"B — but Tm only a harmless little hoy! 
Ym Tiot worth bothering with!" 

"Oh, yes voti are!" the Ogre shout-' 
ed. "There's lots of tbings I ean do to 
little hoys! For instanee, I ean make 
time stand still when vou"re in sehool. 
sc tbat vou never get out!" 

'^Th—that'd be terrible!" Tubby 
wailed, 

The Ogre began to Jook happy, ''Or 
I ean spi]I jam all over your motber's 
enpboard," he said, "so tbat she'II 
think you did it — and whale the tar 
ont of you!" 

"That'd be terr— ," Tubby began. 
But suddenly an idea eame into his 
head, and he brightened. ^That'd be 
wonderfuI!" he said. 

The Ogre stared doM'n at him blank- 
!y. "Wonderfo]?" he eehoed. ^^What 
d'ya mean?" ■ 

"I aeve!r heard of anyone who eould 
do sueh marveIous things," Tuhby told 
him. "I think you're a very clever 

"I «wtainh' am!" th^ Ogre answer- 
ed, loddng Inghly pleased- 

How eome that Persian roagieian 
was able to get you in this bottle?" 
Tubby aeked softIy. 



ii 

"It was sheer trickervl" the Ogre 
bellowed angrily. "Those magieians are 
full of trieks! I guess I must've been 
off my guard. But nobody will ever 
triek me again!" 

"A-are vou sure." Tubby enquired 
timidlv. "that you eame out of this 
bottle? You look awfn] big to At in a 
little bottle. I don't see how vou did 
it!" 

*'I told you I was an Oare I" the oth- 
er said erossly. "And ue Ogre^ have 
magie powers— just like those sneaky 
magieians. Only we don"t boast about 
it so mueh!" 

slili don't see bow von prer got 
in that bottle," Tubbv said, "'S'hy, it's 
unbelievahle!" 

"Of eourse it's nnbelievable!" the 
Ogre agreed. "But I did it ali right! 
Wait— ril show you!" 

■ 

Tubbv heard a hissing sound, and 
tbe Ogre began to ehange before his 
eyes inlo a greenish smoke, Then the 
«moke drew slowly inlo the bottle, 

Tubbv qmckly grahbed the eork and 
rammed it into ihe opening. He snateh- 
ed up the bottle and tossed it far out 
into the water. 

"Whew!" he thougbt, standing up. 
"That was a elose shave! Wait'll I tell 
ihe boys how I outsmarted an Ogre!" 
He began to run a little along the doek, 
hut then he slowed do'-^n again, "Aw 
gee," he muttered. "They'd never be* 
Iievc me anyway! Guess ni just havta 
let 'em go on ealling me Laay Tubby!" 
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